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1. TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. FOR LEGAL CONSULTANT 
I. Background 

From 2006 to 2013, Moldova modernized its civil service legislation and administrative processes under the Central Public Administration Reform (CPAR), supported by the Bank's administered CPAR MDTF. However, additional efforts are needed to transform Moldova public administration and bring it closer to the EU standards as planned under the action plan for implementation of the Association Agreement with the EU, signed in 2014. 
Governance is identified as a cross-cutting issue and interventions are planned to improve the business enabling environment, enhance public administration reform and quality of public service delivery. The Government has requested the World Bank’s assistance for a PAR operation, planned for delivery commencing in FY17 to 2021, called Modernization of Government Services Project (MGSP).
The design of the project takes into account the Government of Moldova’s vision, stated in the Public Administration Reform Strategy 2016-2020, relies on the Government Services Modernization Action Plan for 2017-2021 and make extensive use of institutional and technological achievements of Governance e-Transformation Project (GeT) implemented by the Government of Moldova and World Bank. The project will aim to achieve improvements in access, efficiency and quality of delivery of selected administrative services through the following four components:

1. Public Service Modernization
The key activities under this component focus on re-engineering a group of government to citizen and government to business administrative services, piloting of one-stop-shops for public service delivery in selected locations and explore the possibility of rolling out at national level; increased awareness of citizens on public services and availability of e-services

2. Digital Platform and Services
The main objective of this component is to digitize select re-engineered government services; complete and strengthen a common infrastructure and mechanisms for rapid deployment of ICT-enabled public services; introduce government wide IT Management and Cyber Security standards and procedures. It will finance the acquisition of additional shared computing infrastructure elements, digitization of services needed to deliver Government services electronically and development of IT Management and Cyber Security standards and procedures as well as learning management system to mainstream them within the government. 

3. Aligning institutional capabilities to new model of service delivery
The objective of this Component is to ensure that the institutional capabilities of key government agencies are aligned with and support the new model of public services delivery. Technical assistance will be provided to all institutions responsible for the delivery of public services re-engineered and digitized under MGSP, as well as partner entities participating in Unified Public Services centers (CUPS) pilots. The Component will also address the capabilities of structural units in the government responsible for public services modernization reform management and coordination. 

4. Project Management
This Component will finance project implementation unit (PIU), based in E-Government Center (eGC) and will co-finance the core eGC management team.



II. The Objectives
The e-Government Center seeks to engage an experienced local consultant on the position of Legal Consultant to support the eGC in legal related activities under the MGSP and coordinate and enable legal and regulatory environment under the current agenda.

III. Scope of Work 
In terms of the existing Policy, applicable legal and regulatory framework, the Legal Consultant’s specific activities will include the following: 
1. Providing legal aspect of promotion and implementation of the regulatory framework on data exchange and interoperability. 
2. Provide legal advice and ensuring legal management of the contractual framework on the use of interoperability platform, established by the Government.
3. Analyze new data exchange requests or requests for modifications to existing data exchanges from legal access rights point of view.
4. Analyze international best practices in the areas of Modernization of Government Services and ICT, relevant to the date data exchange and interoperability, and develop recommendations for review and updating the Moldovan legal and regulatory frameworks in line with the goals and priorities of the Modernization Agenda; 
5. Participate in develop and coordinate the preparation of draft normative, methodological, institutional and organizational framework for the further implementation of the MGSP Project components; 
6. Present eGC legal conclusions and recommendations on draft normative acts related to the implementation of the re-engineered services, related to the date data exchange and interoperability; 
7. Participate in the process of preparing the legal documents (Government Decisions, Orders, Frameworks, etc.) for their approval by the relevant entities, which includes their coordination with and approval by relevant government stakeholders.
 
III. Outputs
The outputs of the Legal Consultant will include the following documentation and reports:
1. Draft normative acts to implementation of the legal framework on data exchange and interoperability.
2. Activities regarding the legal management of the contractual framework on the interoperability platform use, performed on a regular basis.
3. Draft normative acts for the projects implemented as part of the Modernization of Government Services; 
4. e-Government Center opinion on the draft normative acts in accordance with the activity of the eGC and on behalf of eGC.   
Monthly reports on the legal documents developed and activities performed in line with the tasks described above.

IV. Timing
This is a full-time assignment expected to commence in April 2017. The contract will be signed for a period of 12 months with a probation period of three months, during which the contract can be terminated. The contract could be extended beyond the original term subject to the consultant’s satisfactory performance.

V. Institutional arrangements
The consultant will report to the Executive Director/Project Director and work under the direct supervision of the Legal Consultant of the e-Government Center. 


VI. Resources
The e-Government Center will provide working space, office equipment and communication facilities (including access to the Internet), as well as any other necessary means and support for Consultant in order to carry out this assignment.  

VII. Qualification requirements and evaluation criteria
· University degree in law or related fields from a leading locally or internationally recognized and accredited university 
· Minimum of 7 years of relevant work experience
· Knowledge of the Moldovan Government setup and good knowledge of legislation and legal regulations on government operations (constitution, government law, civil service act, public procedural law)
· Experience in drafting legal instruments (including bills, regulations etc.) and conducting multi-party stakeholder consultations
· Previous professional experience in dealing with data exchange and interoperability will be an asset
· Prior professional experience working on international, regional, or bilateral donor-funded projects (e.g. World Bank, USAID, DFID etc.) or private sector would be an asset 
· Ability to work effectively with ministries, other leading policymakers in the Government, high-ranking national and regional government officials, to advise and interact with all levels of management and staff
· Ability to effectively communicate and write in English and Romanian languages. Knowledge of Russian would be an asset.
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